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Provide expectant mothers with access to more resources needed to care for
themselves and their child.
Reduce gun violence and address root causes of violent attacks.
Ensure no families struggle with food insecurity.
Assist those struggling with substance abuse.

Strengthening support for women, children, and families.
Addressing the needs of the poor and marginalized at home and abroad.
Developing a humane response to newcomers and a commitment to fixing our broken
immigration system.

In 2023, the Catholic Conference remains fully committed to opposing any expansion of abortion,
protecting religious liberty rights, and promoting choice in education for all of New Jersey’s students
and families. Further, the Conference will continue to advocate for measures that protect and
promote the dignity of all human life. This includes legislation and policies that:  

On the national level we join the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and catholic
conferences from all across the nation in our support and advocacy of the following priorities:

Pope Francis is quoted as saying that "politics, according to the Social Doctrine of the Church, is one of
the highest forms of charity, because it serves the common good, I cannot wash my hands, eh? We all
have to give something!"  In that spirit, I encourage you to become engaged in public life, if you are
not already. Our advocacy, and the ultimate fulfillment of our mission, can be stronger if all
Catholics use their voice to support or oppose laws that align with or contradict our agenda. 

A service of the New Jersey Catholic Conference

Town Square

 Legislative Update
By James J. King, executive director

As Catholics, we share in the responsibility of shaping public life and the moral character of
society and have an obligation to contribute to greater justice, respect, and peace for all people
and every human life. This responsibility includes advocacy with government officials, which is
where the New Jersey Catholic Conference comes in. Our mission is to advocate and interact with
the Legislature and other government agencies at the state and federal levels for the Catholic
Church's public policy agenda. 

https://njcatholic.org/
https://njcatholic.org/


Voters urged to contact state governor for nonpublic
school funding 

 
This article, written by Christina Leslie, originally appeared in the Catholic Star Herald on January
20, 2023

New Jersey voters are being asked to contact the Governor’s Office regarding the needs of
nonpublic school students in the upcoming 2023-2024 Fiscal Year Budget.

In an Action Alert issued Jan. 18 by the New Jersey Catholic Conference, voters are urged to
request of Gov. Phil Murphy two types of education funding increases: school transportation
and remedial instruction for language arts and mathematics.
 
The NJCC and New Jersey Network of Catholic School Families support an increase in
transportation funding from the statutory ceiling of $1,000 to at least $1,300 per pupil. In their
explanation, they note that the ceiling for the current school year was increased in the last state
budget by a mere $22 per pupil, hardly enough to cover bids on the routes by private
companies.

Sister Rose DiFluri, assistant superintendent of Catholic schools for the Diocese of Camden, 

Follow us on Facebook 

We invite you to follow and like us on Facebook at njcatholic.facebook. Here you will find
insights, news, and other snackable content to keep you informed on our legislative and
public affairs activities and other Catholic happenings. It's also a good opportunity to
engage with us and fellow Catholics on the topics and issues that matter most to you.  

Nonpublic School Funding

Young Catholics are a valued treasure and the future leaders of our Church. It is the
responsibility of the entire Catholic community to help support the goal of making our Catholic
elementary and secondary schools available, accessible, and affordable to Catholics of every
socioeconomic status. When it comes to nonpublic school funding, two especially vulnerable
areas for Catholic schools are adequate funding for transportation and remedial instruction. For
the NJCC, these are two of our highest priorities. 

In an article (below) by Christina Leslie that was published in the Catholic Star Herald on January
20, 2023, these issue are highlighted, including information on what you can do to help. In the
weeks and months ahead as the budget process moves through the Legislature, we will be
issuing further Action Alerts about contacting your state senator and assemblymembers to
support our advocacy for an increase in funding. To sign up to receive our Action Alerts, please
click HERE.  

https://www.facebook.com/newjerseycatholic
https://www.facebook.com/newjerseycatholic
https://njcatholic.org/faith-in-action


observed, “As everyone who is trying to
navigate this time of inflation knows, $22
does not even buy half a tank of gas.
Parents deserve to be given enough money
in lieu of transportation to cover bringing
their children to and from school each day.”

Barbara Stevens, superintendent of Catholic
schools in the Diocese of Metuchen,
asserted that a lack of transportation
“disallows Catholic schools to be a viable
choice in the education of children.”
She continued, “The per-pupil increase
actually helps to save the taxpayer money.
If a nonpublic school is not a viable option
for a student due to the lack of
transportation, that child will transfer to the
public school at a greater expense to the
taxpayer.” 

“Transportation is the lifeblood of
nonpublic schools,” the NJCC stated in
materials promoting the Action Alert, noting
that private bus contractors currently
serving over 85 percent of the nonpublic
school routes may charge whatever they
want. “No public school child is ever denied
a ride to school because of transportation
costs.”

Attempting to accommodate the lower per-student funding, nonpublic schools have tried
combining public and nonpublic students on the same bus, eliminating half-school days and
bidding routes at a reduced number of days. However, increases in fuel and decreasing
numbers of school bus drivers have thwarted efforts to make busing available to all
nonpublic school students, the NJCC stated.

“The per-pupil amount for nonpublic school transportation was frozen for 17 years, and we
are still trying to recover from that freeze,” according to the NJCC. “Legislation was enacted
in 2003 that provided for an increase in the nonpublic transportation ceiling commensurate
with the Consumer Price Index figure; the figure now should be at least $1,300.”

In addition, the NJCC and NJNCSF are advocating for an increase in funding for compensatory
education from $1,040 to $1,300 per service. Known as Chapter 192, it has provided remedial
instruction in language arts and mathematics for nonpublic school students since 1977. 

To read the full story, click HERE. 

https://catholicstarherald.org/voters-urged-to-contact-state-governor-for-nonpublic-school-funding/


For more than 30 years, the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops has hosted
the Catholic Social Ministry Gathering
(CSMG), which has brought together
hundreds of participants to Washington,
D.C. each year whose faith inspires them to
address pressing current domestic and
global challenges affecting our most
vulnerable brothers and sisters at home and
around the world. 

This year’s theme, “Blessed are the
Peacemakers” (Mt. 5:9), recognized the call
to heal in a world broken by conflict,
division, and inequality. Inspired by Jesus'
example and the Eucharist, we must
encounter, listen, accompany, and work
together to build peace. 

Attending this year's event, which took place from January 28 to February 1, on behalf of the
NJCC were James King, executive director and John Hardiman, public relations director. Along
with several other participants from New Jersey, King and Hardiman capped off the gathering
with visits to Congressman Thomas Kean Jr (R-22), and the offices of Congressman Jeff Van
Drew (R-2) and Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ), where issues of import to the Catholic Church
were discussed. 

"The CSMG is an outstanding event and a great way to meet face-to-face with members of our
Congressional delegation to discuss our highest-level priorities," said King. "We were delighted
at the reception we received from our federal lawmakers and their staffs who expressed
support for our concerns."

Following the advocacy visits, the New Jersey representatives attended a reception on Capitol
Hill sponsored by Congressman Chris Smith (R5) and Catholic Relief Services. 

Catholic Social Ministries Gathering, 2023

The New Jersey delegation, pictured L to R:  Justin
Hancock, Sister Dong Hong Marie Zhang, John

Hardiman, Brenda Rascher, Congressman Chris
Smith, James King

Earth Day is April 22,
2023

To learn more about the Catholic
Church’s work on environmental
issues and what you can do, please
visit: https://www.usccb.org/issues-
and-action/human-life-and-
dignity/environment/index.cfm

The Observance of Lent,
February 22 - April 6 

With the Lenten season now upon us,
the staff of the New Jersey Catholic
Conference wishes you peace and
happiness as we prepare to
commemorate the resurrection of
Jesus from the dead more than 2,000
years ago.  

https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/index.cfm

